








International Science Communication prize for

IGC video “Me and my body”

by Ana Godinho

Eu e 0 meu Corpo

\nstituto Gulbenkian de Cincia

Me and My Body

«<Our organs are all very different. |

wonder why?--Thus begins the animated video
“Me and my Body", developed and produced by
members of the IGC Science Communication Team,

in collaboration with a scientific illustrator, a school
pupil and a sound technician. This 7min40s video won
first prize in the Teaching Resources category of the
2011 edition of the Ciencia en Accion competition - an
international science communication competition

for students, teachers, researchers and science
communicators, in all research areas.

According to the competition judges, this award
acknowledges the video’s <<ability to make science
attractive to young people, and teach them the
concepts of cells and organs of the body, in a very
professional and educational fashionss.

The video explores the concept of cells, as well as the
different methods used by scientists in their research,
in particular the use of animals in research. It describes
some of the 200 different types of cells in the body,
their function, and how this cell diversity underlies the
different organs and their functions. The video also
describes how scientific knowledge in biomedicine is
acquired and contributes to human health, through
the use of in vitro techniques, microscopy and animal
research. Although developed with 7-12 year olds in
mind, it is equally suited to viewers of all ages.

The original idea, screenplay and production are by
Catarina Julio, Ana Mena and Ana Godinho, of the

IGC Science Communication team; Diana Marques
(illustrator) animated and directed the video; Claudio
Silva (Fundacdo para a Computacao Cientifica
Nacional) was the sound recording technician and
editor. Ana Mena and Alexandre Gil (13 year old
student) provided the voices. The original soundtrack
is by Ana Mena.

“Me and my Body” was funded by Casa das Ciéncias_
(Portugal), and made possible thanks to technical
support (sound recording and editing) fromFundacao_
para a Computacao Cientifica Nacional (FCCN). It is
available onIGC YouTube ChannetMe and my Body (in
Portuguese with English subtitles)

Dates for your Diary

10-15 August 2011

European Meeting of PhD Students in Evolutionary
Biology (EMPSEB)

Seia, Portugal

A conference that provides a platform for young
Evolutionary Biology graduate students to present
their work and meet their peers across Europe, in a
friendly and social environment. The most outstanding
and innovative research presentation of the EMPSEB
meeting will be rewarded with the Darwin Symposium
Prize, to take place on the last day of the meeting.
EMPSEB is being organised by PhD students from the
IGC and it is being suported by Fundacao Calouste.
Gulbenkian, European Society for Evolutionary Biology
,International Union of Biological Sciencesand
Fundacao para a Ciéncia e Tecnologia

September and October seminars
The IGC Seminars list is available on our website:
http://www.igc.gulbenkian.pt/node/view/20

23 September 2011, 6:30pm

Researchers’ Night 2011

For another evening of close and informal contact with
researchers (hands-on experiments, TV sketches, vox-
pop, live music, flash talks, molecular cooking, stand-
up comedy) visit any of the following venues: Pavilhdo
do Conhecimento (Lisbon), Jardim Botanico Tropical
(Lisbon), Gomes Teixeira Square (Porto), 19 Ciéncia Viva
Centres across Portugal.

NEI2011(Noite Europeia dos Investigadores 2011) is an EU FP7-
People-funded project, coordinated by Ciéncia Viva - Agéncia
Nacional para a Ciéncia e a Tecnologia, with Instituto Gulbenkian
de Ciéncia (IGQ), Instituto de Biologia Molecular e Celular (IBMC),
Centro de Astrofisica da Universidade do Porto (CAUP) and
Universidade do Porto Inovacédo (UPIN).

Follow NEI2011 onFacebook.

Quinta Grande| July- August 2011 | 4



http://www.gulbenkian.pt/
http://www.gulbenkian.pt/
http://www.eseb.org/
http://www.fct.pt/ 
http://www.igc.gulbenkian.pt/node/view/20
http://www.nei2011.eu/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Noite-Europeia-dos-Investigadores-2011/165614683508194?ref=ts
http://www.cienciaenaccion.org/
http://www.dianamarques.com/
http://www.casadasciencias.org/
http://www.fccn.pt/pt/
http://www.fccn.pt/pt/
http://www.youtube.com/igciencia
http://youtu.be/3l9_inq6vaQ

Science’s pop rock beat

A successful partnership between OptimusAlive!Oeiras and IGC

© Catarina Julio

Francisco Freixo, Alexandre Leitdo and Joao Alves

What does malaria have to do with
Coldplay? And Blondie with lemurs in
Madagascar? What'’s the connection
between Grouplove and genomic studies
in cancer? What they all have in common
is one of the major music festivals in

Portugal: OptimusAlive! Oeiras.

Everything is New puts on the annual festival,

and since 2007 sponsors the research fellowships

in biodiversity and genetics, in partnership with

IGC. At a public session held at Fundacao Calouste.
Gulbenkian (FCG), it was time to appreciate the results
that rose from the cooperation between a company,
Everything is New, that takes its social responsibility
very seriously, and a research institute that takes its
chances in the world of pop culture. Science is within
everyone’s reach, as long as you give your best to
society. <<Science is liberating but it has to be deeply
embedded in society and modern culture>> said
Antonio Coutinho, , IGC director and an enthusiast of
this partnership from the beginning.

In the past four editions of the festival, over 400 000
people and 200 bands took part in OptimusAlive!
Oeiras, as well as dozens of IGC researchers that during
the festival explained their research to visitors, the
stories behind a discovery or a new idea, or, simply,
what they enjoy doing in their free time.
Speed-Dating has been a constant activity at the

IGC spot during Optimus!Alive. Quick meetings that,
who knows, may just ignite a career as a researcher.
Diogo de Lucena - trustee of the FCG, emphasized
that <<one of our objectives is to be able to motivate
young people into science and a speed date may be
the trigger>>. Diogo de Lucena also said that this
type of festival are an excellent opportunity for inter-
-generational contact, going beyond conventional
school education.

On the other hand, Alvaro Covées- director of

by Vitor Faustino
Everything is New - expressed his sadness <<It’s a pity
that more companies don't follow our example, so
that young students are given a chance to improve
our world>>. But to show that sometimes all it takes
is a push, three of the previous fellowship holders
shared their experience, to an auditorium filled with
researchers, journalists, science communicators and
members of the public.
Alexandre Leitdao spent his year studying gene
expression and cellular functions of the immune
systems, searching for ‘simple things'such as the
evolutionary origins of the regulation of the immune
system. He also told the audience how his interview for
the fellowship went, while in Paris: <<It was great, my
Skype camera was not working and | did the interview
in my pyjamas and with messy hair>>. Jodo Alves, who
also won the scholarship in 2009, used another type
of camera to capture images during his field trip to
Borneo. There were many pictures of native primates
to the region since he wanted to study the impact
of the habitat fragmentation on these animals. The
third description came from Francisco, awarded the
fellowship in 2010. Francisco's research took him to
the island of Principe (with 6 000 habitants), where
malaria is no longer endemic thanks to an international
control programme. Francisco started with the question
<<What happens to the naturally occurring resistance to
malaria, once the constant re-infections have ended?>>
Answering this entails years of monitoring antibodies
levels in the population, an ongoing project, developed
by an IGC research team. The researchers came the
conclusion that since 2005, the natural protection has
being declining, as seen by decreasing antibodies levels.
Thus, if the pandemic ever returns to the island the
consequences to the local population could be serious,
in terms of public health. But what Francisco recalls best
are the children’s smiles, as he collected the needed
blood samples.
The OptimusAlive! Oeiras- IGC fellowships are aimed
at recent graduates, to give them a possibility, through
this private funding scheme, to pursue their research
careers: indeed, all three fellows are now doing their
PhDs. The fellowships have the duration of one year
and the research projects are developed between IGC
and a foreign research institution.
For 2011 the research projects will be trying to answer
two different questions:
- What's the Impact of habitat fragmentation on the
genetic diversity of lemur species in Madagascar?
- How can an ancient genomic infection still cause
diseases after millions of years?

The application period ended on July 28th and the
results will be out soon. We will be wishing all the best
for the new fellows!
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IGCand DELTA coffees:
A sweet combination

On September 23rd at:

- 19 Ciéncia Viva centers across the country

- Praca dos Ledes (Porto)

- Jardim Botanico Tropical (Lisboa).

More informations at http://www.nei2011.eu/
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