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BETTENCOURT-DIAS, MONICA

Date of birth: 18/4/1973; Married; One Child (6 yrs); Portuguese
Lab URL: http://sites.igc.gulbenkian.pt/ccr/

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

2002-2004 Diploma in Science Communication, Birkbeck College London, UK
Action-research thesis on “Training scientists to communicate”.

1996-2001 PhD in Biochemisty and Molecular Biology, University College London, UK & Instituto
Gulbenkian de Ciéncia (IGC), Portugal. Advisor: Jeremy Brockes

CURRENT AND PAST POSITIONS

2018- Director of Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia, Oeiras, Portugal

2006-2018 Principal Investigator (PI) Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia, Oeiras, Portugal
2014- Full Professor (Investigator FCT & Fundagdo Calouste Gulbenkian),
2012-2014-LA Associate Professor;
2008-2012 Ciéncia Assistant Professor;
2006-2008 FCT Fellowship

2002-2006 Research Associate, University of Cambridge, UK. Advisor: David Glover

PRIZES AND AWARDS AS PI (since started my research group)

International Portugal

2015-EMBO membership

2012-Keith  Porter  Fellowship  (Philadelphia 2007 & 2012-Pfizer Award for Basic research
Foundation and American Society for Cell Biology)  2007-Seeds of Science Award- Science website
2009-EMBO Young Investigator Programme 2007-Prémio Metro - Elected by the lay public
2007-Eppendorf European Young Investigator

RESEARCH FUNDING AS PI

International EUROS
2017-2021 ERC Consolidator Grant - Centriole Birth and Death 2.000.000
2011-2016 ERC Starting Grant FP7-ERC - Control of Centriole Structure and Number 1.500.000
2009-2012 Schlumberger Grant (France) —Centriole Biogenesis 60.000
2007-2012 EMBO Installation Grant (EMBO) - Centriole Biogenesis 250.000
National

2007 to 2018, 6 FCT (each 3yr ) Grants - To Study Cilia and Centriole Biogenesis 1.000.000

2010-2013 Consortium Grant-: Harvard Medical School-FCT- J Pereira-Leal (IGC), P 150.000
Chaves (IPO) and D Pellman (HMS); Centrosome Changes in Tumorigenesis (I was (for my lab)
coordinator)

2007 Crioestaminal award & Doutor Antonio Xavier Installation Grant 50.000

ORGANISATION OF SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS (selected)

2017 CSHL Cilia and Centrosomes Meeting, CSHL China

2016 EMBO Young Investigator Forum, Fundacao Calouste Gulbenkian (PT)

2014 EMBO Centrosome and Spindle Pole Bodies conference, Fundacao Calouste Gulbenkian (PT)
2014 Bayer Workshop “Centrosome Function: Opportunities for Cancer Treatment”, Berlin, DEO
2012 EMBO YIP Meeting, Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia, PT

2010 EMBO YIP Polarity meeting, Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia, PT

SELECTED INVITED PRESENTATIONS (more than 100 since 2006)

CYTOSKELETON AND CELL CYCLE: 2018 Salk Institute Cell Cycle Meeting, 2018 EMBO Microtubule
Conference, 2017 EMBO Centrosome and SPB conference, 2017 Cilia & Mucus Gordon Conference, 2016
EMBO workshop on Nuclear function and Cell Fate, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2017 EMBO centrosome and SPB
conference;

EVOLUTIONARY-CELL BIOLOGY: 2015 Janelia Farm Meeting on Evolutionary Cell Biology (Keynote
speaker)
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CANCER/CILIA DISEASE: 2016 CANCER MODELS (Seville, SP), 2016 Cilia, Cytoskeleton and Cancer,
Edinburgh, 2013 Boehringer Aneuploidy Mtg (Germany);

MENTORING AND TRAINING

As a postdoc I supervised 7 graduate technicians, three of which came to work in my laboratory.

As a PI I supervised: 11 PhDs -5 currently in the lab; 7 finished and are: PostDocs (5), work in pharma
(1) or teaching (1). 5 of those students are co-supervised with other laboratories to promote
multidisciplinarity 10 PostDocs- 8 in lab, 4 left (1 started lab in Mexico, other Uruguay, 1 in Pharma).
Most self-funded (FCT, EMBO, M Curie, HFSP) 16 MSc or assistants- most continued for MSc/PhD in
PT and abroad (IMM, Curie, EMBL, NIMR, ETH)

I served on several national and European thesis committees

8 MSc and 8 PhD defenses (FCUL, FMUP, FCT, IST, Portugal and ETH, EMBL, U. of Cambridge).

TEACHING EXPERIENCE (selected activities)

COURSE CO- FACULTY IN INTERNATIONAL LECTURES IN COURSES
ORGANIZATION SUMMER COURSES
2008-2018 Annual Cell 2015-Course of Cellular Evolution @ PhD courses: GABBA-Porto
Biology Week @ Santa Barbara Advanced School of (PT), ITQB-Lisbon (PT), HBIGS
Gulbenkian PhD & MD Quantitative Biology, USA (1 month) Summer School (GR),
PhD Programs 2013-Physiology: Modern Cell Biology Chromosome Segregation course
2010-11 EMBO YIP PhD @ MBL, USA (2 weeks) (CGDB, NL), ETH (CH), EMBO
Student Course at EMBL 2013-FEBS Signalling and Cancer, - Current Methods in Cell
Spetzes, GR (1 week) Biology, EMBL.

PROMOTING SCIENCE IN SOCIETY (selected activities)

I strongly believe in a knowledge-based society; I am very committed to promoting science across
audiences and in developing countries. I was an organizer of two associations: Comunicar Ciéncia &
Scienced4development

Outreach activities (examples) Developing Countries (Organizer)

2018-COGITO SHOW (300 lay people)

2014-CREATIVITY SHOW (800 school students) 2014/2017-Cell Biology Week PhD-programme in

2014-Tedex TALK Cape Verde (CV)
2009-GENE MACHINE THEATRE PLAY 2013-EMBO summer fellowships for CV students
2010-2011-SPEED-DATING @ music festivals 2012-EMBO Course On Life Sciences in CV

2001,2002-Course On Life Sciences in Mozambique,
Training scientists in communication skills (Organizer)
2006-BOOKLET-How to communicate (being translated to En & Fr);
2003-2008; 5 WORKSHOPS to train scientists (Portugal; Spain; Belgium)

COMMISSIONS OF TRUST & INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES (since 2006)

EDITORIAL BOARDS:

2012- Present: Journal of Cell Biology;

2010-15 Journal of the American Society for Cell Biology (MBoC);

2009-2016: F1000

POLICY:

2018- Co-headed a movement to rethink science in Portugal, called Movimento Ciéncia Portugal, signed by
more than 5000 researchers and that was discussed by the Government

2015/6-Part of group selected by Minister of Higher Education, Science & Technology to rethink the
Portuguese Foundation for Science & technology

2012- 2015 National Council for Science and Technology headed by the Prime Minister of PT

2011- Co-headed a movement to rethink science in Portugal, called Movimento Ciéncia Portugal, signed by
more than 2500 researchers and that was discussed in parliement

JURIES:

2017- Chair of Evaluation (HCERES) of CNRS Unit; 2015/2016-European Research Council Panel Member
2013-2016- Prémio Gulbenkian; 2013-2015- Lago Grant (Cancer)
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PUBLICATIONS

In Press:

Gouveia SM, Zitouni S, Kong D, Duarte P, Gomes BF, Sousa AL, Tranfield EM, Hyman A,
Loncarek J, Bettencourt-Dias M. PLK4 is a microtubule-associated protein that self assembles
promoting de novo MTOC formation. J Cell Sci. 2018 Sep 20.

Jana SW, Mendonga S, Machado P, Werner S, Rocha J, Pereira A, Maiato H, Bettencourt-Dias M
Differential Regulation of Transition Zone and Centriole Proteins Contributes to Ciliary Base
Diversity, Nature Cell Biology, online on 9" July 2018

In Print
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J.B. Pereira-Leal, A. Dias-Pereira, M. Bettencourt-Dias, and P. Chaves, Centrosome
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